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Western South Dakota is world-famous for its
fpssils (Big Badlands) and minerals (Black Hills),
ahd the Museum of Geology consequently
specializes in local specimens. Outstanding fossils
ifjclude skeletons of giant reptiles and fish from the
ahcient Cretaceous seas of South Dakota, and the
skeletons of Oligocene saber-toothed cats, a
three-toed horse, small camels, a “mother”’
eodont, and other animals depicted against a
reful reconstruction of the present-day EBia
dlands. No finer exhibit of Badland fossiis exists
apywhere in the world, and all visitors to the
adiands National Park should see this display.
are and beautiful minerais from the Black Hiils

afe also prominently displayed. THE LAST SEA THAT COVER

SOUTH DAKOTA

[ FAIREURN AGATES

GYPSUM CRYSTALS

SAND CALCITE CRYSTALS

Additional displays include: a systematic col-
lection of minerals from all over thz world; gold
samples; polished agates; meterorites; fluorescent
minerals; and fossil plants and marine
invertebrates.

Research and teaching coliections of mid-
Tertiary vertebrates and Black Hills minerals are
extensive. The Museum is closely associated with
the Department of Geology and Geological
Engineering, and these collections form the basis
for much staff and graduate student research. .
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